
 

and enjoy the weather. In this vol-

ume we cover some of SLCAO 

outdoor activities like the Annual 

Sports Meet.  

 

Many thanks to the contributors of 

articles. The success of a newsletter 

or magazine of this nature depends 

upon variety and participation.  

 

After long snowy winter and a not so 

warm spring, finally we start seeing 

some signs of summer in early July. 

Middle of July had few humid days 

mixed with thunderstorms. Now, the 

weather appear to settle down to 

normal mid summer weather. 
 

Most of out community members 

look forward to the familiar, sunny 

and humid weather to get outside 

 

Sri Lanka held the World Croco-

dile Conference in May, 2013. 

This conference sponsored by the 

IUCN (International Union of 

Conversation of Nature) was one 

of the largest gatherings of all the 

world’s leading crocodile experts, 

researchers and biologists to ever 

gather. It was an international 

conference held in relative peace 

with few political influences. 
 

The fact that the IUCN chose Sri 

Lanka for this conference provid-

ed Sri Lanka with great prestige. 

It is also was an excellent oppor-

tunity for Sri Lankan crocodile 

experts and wildlife biologists to 

exchange information on croco-

dile conservation methods, critical 

factors affecting crocodile popula-

tions and modern technologies 

that could be used to conserve 

crocodile populations, reduce hu-

man crocodile conflicts and sus-

tain crocodile populations for all 

of us to enjoy. 
 

The Saltwater crocodile and the 

mugger (or marsh) crocodile are 

Sri Lanka’s two main species of 

crocodile. Both are listed in the 

IUCN red list as threatened. 

Threats to crocodiles include 

poaching, habitat loss, river 

sand 

collec-

tion, 

preda-

tors, lack 

of prey 

species 

(fish) 

and river valley soil erosion. 

Wild-

life 

man-

agers 

need 

good 

management techniques to 

keep both crocodile popula-

tions viable. 
 

A good example of crocodile 

conservation is the Gharial 

Conservation Program in 

Chitwan, Nepal. The gharial 

is a long snouted, crocodile 

with weaker legs than Sri 

Lanka’s Saltwater or mugger 

crocodiles. As gharials were 

critically endangered, interna-

tional conservation organiza-

tions helped to build a Gharial 

Breeding Centre in Chitwan. I 

had the opportunity to visit this 

centre 

and 

inter-

view 

some 

of the biologists there. 
 

The biologists explained to me 

that, although gharial breeding 

has been a success at the centre, 

they were not yet able to sustain a 

wild gharial crocodile population 

with released crocodiles. There 

were several reasons. First, when 

they hatched eggs and released 

small 

gha-

rials 

to 

the 

wild and predators decimated the 

babies. Then they bred the croco-

diles to a more mature juvenile 

age and released them. These 

more mature crocodiles did not 

survive either.  

 

(Continues on Page 4..) 
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S L C A O  U P -
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E V E N T S  

 Tri-City Cricket Tour-

nament, August 3-4 

 AGM, October 
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Photographs by: Jaliya Rasaputhra 
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Saturday Morning ‘Alarm’ 
 

The Calling: 

Purr....., Purr....., relentlessly Purr….. 

Jump on the bed for a morning stir 

A gentle bite on Lily's warm ear, to make it very clear, 

It's time for my breakfast, the morning's here! 
 

Rub on her face, rub on her back 

Rub all over to get her on the 'morning track' 

Pull on her cover, pull her hair back 

Whatever it takes, I want my morning snack! 
 

Tis my routine, but no one seems to care, 

With a little luck, Lilly may wake and stare 

'Knead' on her tummy to show love with care, 

Should I bite her toes? 

What a strange frenzy in my head! I dare! 
 

Sleep till noon, for all I would care, 

Though I have cat-naps, without much fanfare, 

‘Forget not to feed me’, is my little prayer, 

For aren’t I your little orange 'huggy-bear'? 
 

The Response: 
 

Sneeze! Sneeze! Gesundheit! … Sneeze! 

A fur ball on the bed is polluting the breeze 

A loud roaring tiger with a very wet nose, or 

Is slime on my face from the muddy garden hose? 
 

In and out I float in a dream, 

A safari, a meadow and a beautiful stream 

Peaceful it is, I could gaze and also could be seen 

Eh, who encroaches on my space? 

A soft bundle of fur cuddling in between 
 

A nibble on my ear and a tail brushing my face 

This could be a tiger, should I scream or embrace 

One eye wants to open the other to feel the slumber 

The purr in my ear vibrates and rumbles 
 

Ah! Dawn is upon us, the 'alarm' rings in the day 

Feed our little ‘tiger’, and kiss the sleep away 

Life has a gentle meaning, one can never say, 

Joy is our ‘tiger’, who could 'sneeze' that in dismay 

 

By Kumudini Nicholas 

“hNw`nt p`yn s>” ±w@Y 
s#<în kw`v 
 
aÓ pä °y @vÆ@M iØÝpW kl` 
amrâÝ ÔÝS åÞN@g "hNw`nt 
p`yn s>" ±w@Y pq m`l`v. q#n 
@mNn E ±w@Y Óéps ï kw`v. 
 
k$gLl p#W@w iS@k~@lk µtÕ 
g$Ð lm@yÁû ÓÝÉ lm@yÁû awr 
aîr#Ú g`nk a`qr sMbN[yK 
ñ£n`. @M iS@k~@l âAhl ugNnÕ 
²r#vry qvsK q#Kk @M @qNn 
ekó@vl` a`q@rN bW ËlK @bq` 
@gn knv`. sR @Mk gnN gW@w 
n$. k`ly ç@kN çk @gìl °µLl 
@M @qNnm usS @pl ìX`gyt @pÏ 
âçy. ×ñpl a`v`m @kLl @h`>t 
smW @vl` A hwrÁW eKk. 
@k`Ll@g ×ñpl EwrM @h`> n$. 
iñN @kLl @Pr`@qÎy í|v 
ìq&`ly @WÞ @M sRtW v#>l ¿yl 
°y`. 
 
wvW aîr#Ú @qkkt ìwr pS@s @M 
sR p`@R ynìt v$N rwyK nwr 
krl wr#z@yK b#h#l a#ìW 
kw`kl`. ek@k`t sRt mwK în` E 
ar bW Ël @bq` @gn k`Õ @qNn@g 
wr#zy`y ¿yl. sR a$h#Vv 
"@k`@h`mq ar bW Ël @bq` @gn 
k`Õ g$Ð lmy" ¿yl, wr#ny`@g 
ËÒz tkK @vnS @vl` @m@hm 
¿Vv "sR mA E sMbN@q aw 
h#Ýy`" ¿yl. ew@k`t e sR a#Òv 
"@m`kq Õ@W e@hm k@L" ¿yl. 
ek@k`t E wr#ny` ¿Vv "ey` E 
@lvL p`S@vl` @Pr`@qÎ@y Campus 
ekt °y`. nËW mt yNn b#Ýîn`. 
ey`@g @l~@k q#N Ò<K @vnS@n 
sR. mA a`pÒ ewnt kd` p#N@n`W 
ey`t @g`dK @QvL n#ñ @vnv. 
e@h @g`dK lSsnû sR. mA a`ûW 
ey`@g »ì@Wt a#óÆ @vl` ey`@g 
sót n#ñ krNn mt µw @qN@n 
n$. Ey` @h`‰N iNnv a#ñ". @M 
kw`v ahÕ sRt Ek @h>t µwt 
v#Ún. wvW aîr#Ú À@pkt pS@s 
E kw`v ËL kr @gn ey` ÄVv 
"hNw`nt p`yn s>" ¿yn ÊµÝ 
±wy. E sR wmû [MÉk bNd`r 
åÝN. @M kw`v [Mmk@G kçNm 
ahNn k#mñ nM yNn @vwt... 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=SmMC03clI88 

 
Il< @vÆ@mN "eq` @mq` ór" ±wy 
h` pä¡m..... 

±w ìmR\n  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SmMC03clI88
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SmMC03clI88


q#@Y Ónt phl ï a´ gn& kl` 
¸ÞN @qplK,  nNq` m`ÄÏ sm< 
@r~hn írâAh, @m`N÷@yL ngr@Y 
s»í ×sAgyK pvWvn bv a#å ap 
Éór# k#lK kÄN ñy`m lk l#h#Sñ 
ï@Y wvW Éó@rÁ m`Rg@yN p`s#L 
bS ÝyK ÁÄyt @gn ì@n~q gmnk 
a`k`r@yN ×sAgy n#rƒmt y`mty. 
p`s#L ì@YÙ ì@n~q gmN mwkyt 
nAvn @M gmnt kVr#W unNÚ@vN 
shX`°î@Y wmN@G wr#z ìy a`pä 
mwK krn aý@rN vNnt a#ñ. 
 
×sAgy uq$snm b`R@HvN bS 
n#vóM plt eK @r`Sï âyÆ @qn`m 
ap Êór` pqv` a` p`sL bS rwyt 
@g`dï@V iw`mW a`s`@vÎ. gmn ÓtW 
í ìn`« phkt pmz pä ptN gWw 
±w s`Jjy n#vó@N @m`N÷@yL 
ngry sÊp ï ìty. eyW @p`Åâ@yN 
nvWvû ¿y` a#ñï ¡y Îs` @vNn 
a#ñ. sWk`ryt br Éór# ÉóÝyN 
sq` @gn a` ek ek vRg@Y k#ìÄ 
@pìÄvÄN mg Øgtm s#m@qn`t 
sWk`ry l#£@N lAk`@V aîr#Ú k`ly 
âµyt nAvÉÎ. 
 

×sAgy 
 

@m`N÷@yL ngr@Y ì|v ìq&`l 
\`l`vk p#v#Wï ×sAgy n#rƒmt 
óNãykt a[k ×m`nyK p#ÉÏm 
âyLlN@G sótt @Hóî@N 
s`m`n&@yN @mv#Î 
srl \`Sðy sA±w 
v#d sthNvlt 
shX`±vN@N  äÆ 
×m`nyK Îs`y. 
k`RÉk @q~; Îs` 
çkK prKÁ ïvW, 
×sAgy a`rMX ï 
@m`@h`@W ptN 
acs`ny @wK @×:k ap s#m âç@Y 
Éýr# sA±w@yN @m~hny íyü 
À@v`W ey Îv#rØy. 
 
h#t nv vs@R pävn nNq` ×sAgy 
a`rÉX k@L "aMm`vr#@N" ±w@yÎ. 
a#@G h@'N @gn a` wr#z&y ap 
s#m ÕÚmytW sóttW pW k@Ly. 
pä¡M v`qnyt shX`°î@N âV@q@nK 
ïvW, sA±w@Y ¿âm a‡vK 
@n`q#Ñ@N E ×£Q[ ©LÔN@G q:kM 
Îs`my. 
 
ap as` Õr#Ú ±w r`©yK g#þ nNq` 
@×:k apvW g`ynyt qvt` gW@W 
aptW @n`q#ÐvWvm v`@Gy. "älA 
k@p`L@L", "s`Ý @p`«WwK", "mNqn`v 
k`rn`v" a`Ù ±w ËÆ \`l`vm nNq` 
sm< g`yn`k@L mhW XKñyW 
a`qryW a#ñvy. a$ "rN @kN@qN", 
"äÚ h`É@N", "ËÆ Ðvrm" a`Ù p#r¹, 
×âQ[ ±w g`yn` k@L @×:k a@P 
hqvW ssl krvÉÎ. 
 
@r~hn nNq`t hîLí "rWwrN Ú@V", 
"gln gg¿ »ì@W" v#Î ýg ±  
g#þ@V ËÆ \`l`vm nlvÉÎ. @r~hn 
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Canadian Tulip Festival­ - Redolence of friendship 
between two countries By Rajendra Alwis   

(...continued from the last volume) 

 
Delighted by the prominence given to the 
tulips in the nation’s capital, the Crown 
Princess Juliana sent a personal gift of 
20,000 bulbs more, requesting that a por-
tion of them to be planted at the Ottawa 
Civic Hospital Campus.  
Today, Ottawa receives an annual gift of 
20,000 tulips bulbs from Netherlands, 
10,000 from the Royals family and 10,000 
from the International Flower Bulb Centre 
of Holland.  
 

The cascade of flowerbeds scattered in 
and around the National Capital Region 
over the years solely evolved into an ex-
citing potpourri of colours that speak viv-
idly of spring peace and lasting friendship 
between Canada and Netherlands. 
 

Queen Juliana was Head of State of the 

Netherlands from 1948 to 1980, who died 

at a ripe age of 95 years in March 2004. 

She had four daughters, respectively Beat-

rix, Irene, Margriet and Christina. Queen 

Beatrix, the elder sister of Princess 

Margriet who was born in Ottawa was the 

Royal Head of the Netherlands till end of 

April 2013. 

à @q@g`dh v#d a#Þ @gqr en 
mt pÝgnky aLlÕ gmN 
@vN@N E@k @q~syK Îs` hÝ 
hû@yN ÓÝW ptN g#Ïmû. 
@m`kq e a@P uNq$ Õr#QqK 
ìØyt àt ÎØyNn iSsr 
pÝgnk@yN ÓÝW ahn µNqû 
(@h`> v#dK, krNn ÕÆvNnM!). 
ar kMm@L bLlt @hn g$Òvt 
g`nK n$ ¿yl prz ¿ymnK 
ñynv@N. e v@G mtW q#N Ek 
Õr#Úû. 
 
l<Ø mt aÖr# âQØyK un`. 
âÁr`q`vk r`jk`Ý hm`r kr 
@gqr a`Õ mt q¿Nn l#£@N 
k$m @Msy ud ñ@yn 
pÝgnkyû. aLlÕ gmN 
s`m`n&@yN @vn@Q qNn Îs` 
rîmK k#r¿l` @p`« ìprmK 
krl b#Æv`m "b­ rS@nû". mm 
µóv e@hnM @gqr ay a#h#rl 

a#ñ ¿yl. @m`kq âÁr`q hNq` 
@p`« @qNnW a#h#rl iNnv à 
@q@g`dh @vnkM. e@gN @m@hN 
krl wTévK q`Õ gmN @mNn 
lAk`@v ²vN ìÚÄ @Svyk 
âNÚvK ynv` "â°Ý@Y Ár#é ±w 
lSsnû..." ¿yl 
 
ek ahÕ gmNm µw Úv@gn °y` 
aîr#Ú 22 ìwr a$w k`lykt. 
mÄy@Qv ìq&`l@Y âä@vKv iNn 
k`l@Y @J;t aAs@Y v#â¿Äyk 
¡Wñyk hÝm lSsn kìyK Äyl 
ñ£n`. ek m#À@gn yn wWvyk 
ñyn µNq` rt ÒÐ k$LlK @wW 
krl` Ek ÕñsASkrny kl` 
an`gw âä k#lttW rs ì‰Nn. 
aîr#Ú 22K @gînW mt y`Nwmt 
e kìy w`m mwkû. smhr ìt 
ek pqyK, vcnyK eh` @mh` 
@vl` a#ñ.. 

(cÉNq ír@k~N)  

a@P @s`É òr#va@P @s`É òr#v  

@nl`gNn b#Ý aWwk ÓÕn ml¿ M Sc 
@nlNn b#Ý wvW ml¿ mt @n`l#@bn B Sc 
@nl`gW@w ekm mlû eml wmû SSC 
@q@l`vK m#q awrmAv aÓ krN@n H Sc 

o@g`Ll@gW @M v@G rs kw` a#ñ@n. evNn apt... (e«tR)  

Crocodiles… (continued from Page 1) 
 

The biologists explained to me that captive 

gharials are fed with dead fish from the 

time they are hatched. As a result, captive 

bred gharials completely lose their natural 

hunting instinct to catch fish in the wild (the 

gharial is a fish eater). This leads released 

populations to decline quickly. It remains a 

prob-lem for biologists to teach bred ghari-

als to catch and eat fish during captiv-ity 

before being released.  

It is problems like these for gharials, mug-

gers, saltwater crocodiles that were ad-

dressed at the World Crocodile Conference 

so as to effectively con-serve our crocodile 

species. This is an important part of pre-

serving the biodiversity of our forests.  

g#þ "Ëó Ád ihln" ±wy 
×sAgyt wvW alAk`ryK eK 
k@Ly. 
 

a`pä gmn 
 

×sAgy hm`r í a`pä 
enìtØq ptN gW a@P 
s`Jjy n#v#Wï@Y gmn ptN 
gW S}`nyt a`pä p#Éª 
ìtÙy. a`pä en gm@NÙ wq 
ìÚÄ @kèM sm< a` @m`r årn 
v#Ss m#q apv ×@V\@mN 
a`pä@gn a`  Éór`t qhsK 
Sóñ µÉ@V. gmÎN päv a` 
I@MlyN ¿yvn ìt apt 
âó@N bs@Y °y h#m @qn`m 
@M gmÎN iw`mW ®ñ ï vgy. 
 
 

nNq` m`lÏ - ±w`vÅ 


