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After long snowy winter and a not so
warm spring, finally we start seeing
some signs of summer in early July.
Middle of July had few humid days
mixed with thunderstorms. Now, the
weather appear to settle down to

normal mid summer weather.

Most of out community members
look forward to the familiar, sunny
and humid weather to get outside

Editorial - Summer is upon us finally

and enjoy the weather. In this vol-
ume we cover some of SLCAO
outdoor activities like the Annual

Sports Meet.

Many thanks to the contributors of

articles. The success of a newsletter
or magazine of this nature depends

upon variety and participation.

Crocodiles - An article by Jaliya Rasaputhra

Sri Lanka held the World Croco-
dile Conference in May, 2013.
This conference sponsored by the
IUCN (International Union of
Conversation of Nature) was one
of the largest gatherings of all the
world’s leading crocodile experts,
researchers and biologists to ever
gather. It was an international
conference held in relative peace
with few political influences.

The fact that the IUCN chose Sri
Lanka for this conference provid-
ed Sri Lanka with great prestige.
It is also was an excellent oppor-
tunity for Sri Lankan crocodile
experts and wildlife biologists to
exchange information on croco-
dile conservation methods, critical
factors affecting crocodile popula-
tions and modern technologies
that could be used to conserve
crocodile populations, reduce hu-
man crocodile conflicts and sus-
tain crocodile populations for all
of us to enjoy.

The Saltwater crocodile and the
mugger (or marsh) crocodile are
Sri Lanka’s two main species of
crocodile. Both are listed in the

TUCN red list as threatened.
Threats to crocodiles include
poaching, habitat loss, river
. sand
collec-
tion,
preda-
tors, lack
of prey
4 species
(fish)
and river valley soil erosion.
Wild-
life
man-
agers
need
good
management techniques to
keep both crocodile popula-
tions viable.

A good example of crocodile
conservation is the Gharial
Conservation Program in
Chitwan, Nepal. The gharial
is a long snouted, crocodile
with weaker legs than Sri
Lanka’s Saltwater or mugger
crocodiles. As gharials were
critically endangered, interna-
tional conservation organiza-

JULY 2013

tions helped to build a Gharial
Breeding Centre in Chitwan. I
had the opportunity to v1s1t this
centre FERECETRST

and
inter-
view
some
of the blologlsts there

The biologists explained to me
that, although gharial breeding
has been a success at the centre,
they were not yet able to sustain a
wild gharial crocodile population
with released crocodiles. There
were several reasons. First, when
they hatched eggs and released
== small

wild and predators decimated the
babies. Then they bred the croco-
diles to a more mature juvenile
age and released them. These
more mature crocodiles did not
survive either.

(Continues on Page 4..)






Saturday Morning ‘Alarm’

The Calling:
, relentlessly Purr.....
Jump on the bed for a morning stir
A gentle bite on Lily's warm ear, to make it very clear,
It's time for my breakfast, the morning's here!

Rub on her face, rub on her back
Rub all over to get her on the 'morning track’
Pull on her cover, pull her hair back
Whatever it takes, I want my morning snack!

Tis my routine, but no one seems to care,
With a little luck, Lilly may wake and stare
'Knead' on her tummy to show love with care,
Should I bite her toes?

What a strange frenzy in my head! I dare!

Sleep till noon, for all I would care,
Though I have cat-naps, without much fanfare,
‘Forget not to feed me’, is my little prayer,
For aren’t [ your little orange 'huggy-bear'?

The Response:

Sneeze! Sneeze! Gesundheit! ... Sneeze!
A fur ball on the bed is polluting the breeze
A loud roaring tiger with a very wet nose, or
Is slime on my face from the muddy garden hose?

In and out I float in a dream,

A safari, a meadow and a beautiful stream
Peaceful it is, I could gaze and also could be seen
Eh, who encroaches on my space?

A soft bundle of fur cuddling in between

A nibble on my ear and a tail brushing my face
This could be a tiger, should I scream or embrace
One eye wants to open the other to feel the slumber
The purr in my ear vibrates and rumbles

Ah! Dawn is upon us, the 'alarm' rings in the day
Feed our little ‘tiger’, and kiss the sleep away
Life has a gentle meaning, one can never say,

Joy is our ‘tiger’, who could 'sneeze' that in dismay

By Kumudini Nicholas
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Crocodiles... (continued from Page 1)

The biologists explained to me that captive
gharials are fed with dead fish from the
time they are hatched. As a result, captive
bred gharials completely lose their natural
hunting instinct to catch fish in the wild (the
gharial is a fish eater). This leads released
populations to decline quickly. It remains a
prob-lem for biologists to teach bred ghari-
als to catch and eat fish during captiv-ity
before being released.

It is problems like these for gharials, mug-
gers, saltwater crocodiles that were ad-
dressed at the World Crocodile Conference
so as to effectively con-serve our crocodile
species. This is an important part of pre-
serving the biodiversity of our forests.
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Canadian Tulip Festival~ - Redolence of friendship
between two countries By Rajendra Aluis
(...continued from the last volume)

Delighted by the prominence given to the
tulips in the nation’s capital, the Crown
Princess Juliana sent a personal gift of
20,000 bulbs more, requesting that a por-
tion of them to be planted at the Ottawa
Civic Hospital Campus.

Today, Ottawa receives an annual gift of
20,000 tulips bulbs from Netherlands,
10,000 from the Royals family and 10,000
from the International Flower Bulb Centre
of Holland.

The cascade of flowerbeds scattered in
and around the National Capital Region
over the years solely evolved into an ex-
citing potpourri of colours that speak viv-
idly of spring peace and lasting friendship
between Canada and Netherlands.

Queen Juliana was Head of State of the
Netherlands from 1948 to 1980, who died
at a ripe age of 95 years in March 2004.
She had four daughters, respectively Beat-
rix, Irene, Margriet and Christina. Queen
Beatrix, the elder sister of Princess
Margriet who was born in Ottawa was the
Royal Head of the Netherlands till end of

April 2013.
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